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Calliopsis (Nomadopsis) barri  (Rozen, 1959)  
(Andenidae: Panurginae: Calliopsini) 
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SUMMARY 
 
Calliopsis barri is a rare endemic to sand dunes in the Columbia Basin. It is only known 
to visit small- flowered legumes and little is known about its nesting habits. 
 
CONSERVATION STATUS   
Xerces Red List Status: Vulnerable 
Other Rankings: 

Canada – Species at Risk Act: N/A  
Canada – provincial status:  N/A 
Mexico:     N/A 
USA – Endangered Species Act: N/A 
USA – state status:   N/A 
NatureServe:    N/A 
IUCN Red List:   N/A 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

SPECIES PROFILE 
 
DESCRIPTION 
 
TAXONOMIC STATUS  
Initially named as Nomadopsis barri Rozen 1959, the genus was subsequently transferred 
to become a subgenus of Calliopsis (Michener 2000). 
 
LIFE HISTORY 
The flight season of Calliopsis (Nomadopsis) barri is July. It is known to visit Melilotus 
and other small- flowered legumes. It has also been recorded as a visitor to picabo 
milkvetch (Astragalus oniciformis), a narrowly endemic plant restricted to Aeolian 
deposits and sandy soils in the upper Snake River Plain (Alexander, Liston, and Popovich 
2004). Little is known about its nesting habits. Calliopsis barri nests in sand dunes. 
 
It has been recorded within the Columbia Basin in Idaho fescue-Bluebunch wheatgrass 
and Interior ponderosa pine habitat types. 
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DISTRIBUTION 
Calliopsis barri has been recorded on sand dunes at Rexburg, ID, and Sisters, OR. 
 
THREATS 
The known populations of Calliopsis barri are on unprotected sand dunes, so the future 
of a bee with such a limited distribution is likely at risk. 
 
CONSERVATION STATUS  
Calliopsis barri is a rare endemic to sand dunes in the Columbia Basin. 
 
CONSERVATION NEEDS 
The existing habitat for this bee should be protected to ensure adequate numbers of 
forage plants and nest sites. 
 
RESEARCH NEEDS 
Little is known of the biology of this species. Studies of both the nesting and foraging 
habits would be valuable. Searches of sand dunes in the Columbia Basin should be done 
to determine the distribution. 
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