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Manfreda Giant-Skipper 
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SUMMARY 
 
The Manfreda Giant-Skipper is found in southern Texas and south of the border in 
northern Mexico, including the state of Nuevo Leon. The full extent of the range in 
Mexico is not known but it is apparently very restricted. Its habitat is subtropical thorn 
and pine forests. It is likely that most populations have already been lost to development. 
The larval hostplant (Texas tuberose) is itself restricted to southern Texas and northern 
Mexico, and is in competition with guineagrass in many places.  
 
CONSERVATION STATUS   
Xerces Red List Status: Imperiled 
Other Rankings: 

Canada – Species at Risk Act: N/A 
Canada – provincial status:  N/A 
Mexico:     None 
USA – Endangered Species Act: None 
USA – state status:   None 
NatureServe:    G1G2 
IUCN Red List:   N/A 

 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

SPECIES PROFILE 
 
DESCRIPTION 
The Manfreda Giant-Skipper is a large brown-black skipper in the family Hesperiidae 
(skippers). It has a wingspan of 45 mm to 51 mm (1¾ to 2 inches). It is similar to other 
members of the subfamily Megathyminae, especially Agathymus remingtoni, and it can 
be difficult to identify in the field. A voucher specimen or good photographs of upper and 
under sides of the wings is necessary. 
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The upperside is dark brown with a cream-colored fringe crossed by black marking at the 
ends of the veins. On the forewings there are small, cream-colored postmedian oval 
spots; the hindwings are unmarked. The underside is also dark brown with smaller spots 
and a dusting of gray on the outer portion. 
 
TAXONOMIC STATUS  
Stallingsia maculosus (H. A. Freeman), 1959. Other common names include Maculated 
Manfreda Skipper. 
 
LIFE HISTORY 
Habitat for the Manfreda Giant-Skipper is subtropical thorn and pine forests. The larval 
hostplant is Texas tuberose (also known as spice lily) (Manfreda maculosa). 
 
Eggs are glued singly onto the hostplant and the young caterpillars bore into the root or 
leaves. They make silk chimneys that project from the burrow. There are two flights one 
from April to May and one from September to October. The summer generation develops 
directly to adult without aestivation. The fall generation overwinters as caterpillars, 
probably third instars. 
  
Adult Manfreda Giant-Skippers aren’t known to feed, but in similar species males get 
moisture from dung and wet earth. 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
The Manfreda Giant-Skipper is found in southern Texas and south of the border in 
northern Mexico, including the state of Nuevo Leon. The full extent of the range in 
Mexico is not known but it is apparently very restricted. 
 
THREATS 
Development is apparently a significant threat range-wide. It is likely that most 
populations have already been lost to this. The larval hostplant (Texas tuberose) is itself 
restricted to southern Texas and northern Mexico, creating a natural limitation on the 
potential range of this butterfly. Texas tuberose is in competition with guineagrass 
(Panicum maximum) in many places.  
 
CONSERVATION STATUS  
The Manfreda Giant-Skipper has a very limited range and is facing significant threats 
throughout that small region. It is imperiled throughout its range and critically imperiled 
in the United States. The exact number of populations is not known—and it is likely that 
none of the remaining range is accessible to the public so futures studies are unlikely—
but it is restricted to twenty or less metapopulations. 
 
CONSERVATION NEEDS 
Wherever the hostplant or the butterfly occurs, the habitat should be protected and 
managed appropriately. 
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RESEARCH NEEDS 
Surveys to identify populations should be done. 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

RESOURCES 
 
CONTACTS 
Texas Parks & Wildlife: Quinn, Mike, Invertebrate Biologist. Wildlife Diversity Branch, 
3000 IH 35 South, Suite 100, Austin, TX 78704. Telephone: (512) 912-7059; email: 
mike.quinn@tpwd.state.tx.us. 
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DISTRIBUTION MAP 
(From: U.S. Geological Survey, Northern Prairie Wildlife Research Center. 
http://www.npwrc.usgs.gov/resource/distr/lepid/bflyusa/usa/422.htm; accessed 5/16/05.) 
 
 


