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All of us at Xerces want to send a huge thank you to you, our
committed members and donors. In the past few months our
world has changed in ways we never imagined possible. At
Xerces, we have transitioned to working from home offices,
changed the way that we do outreach and education, and we
have all had to modify our work to keep our communities safe.
But the one constant that has kept us going through this challenging time is the knowledge that we have all of you behind
us, supporting our mission and working with us to bring change
across the country and across the world. You give us hope and
you keep us going. We are so grateful.

“

Each one of us makes a difference. We
cannot live through a single day without making an impact on the world
around us—and we have a choice as
to what sort of difference we make.

”

– Jane Goodall

Fireflies are some of our most beloved insects, celebrated in art, music, and literature and contributing to numerous
advances in medicine and our understanding of evolution, genetics, and ecology. By carefully considering the needs of
fireflies and how our actions could affect these animals, we can take steps to ensure that their magical lights continue to
shine for future generations. Xerces recently released a new brochure to help protect these amazing creatures. You can
read Firefly Conservation: A Guide to Protecting the Jewels of the Night at xerces.org/endangered-species/fireflies.
(Illustration: Ink Dwell Studio.)

Connect, learn, discover
Our website contains a wealth of information about our
work and what you can do to help invertebrates. Updates are
posted to our blog and webinars to our YouTube channel.
You can also connect with us @xercessociety on Facebook,
Instagram, and Twitter!

xerces.org

Please mail donations and membership renewals to:
P. O. Box 97387
Washington, DC 20090-7387
(855) 232-6639, option 2

membership@xerces.org

CONSERVATION

Bee Better Certified: Helping Bees with Every Bite
Four years ago, we began to hear the same question from a number of food companies that wanted to do more for pollinators: Could Xerces develop a certification
program to verify pollinator conservation practices on farms and provide a transparent way for consumers to recognize and differentiate food products produced
in ways that are better for bees?
Xerces stepped up to the challenge and three years ago we launched Bee Better Certified™, the premier pollinator certification program in the world. The Bee
Better Certified seal indicates that certified ingredients were grown in ways that
support bees, butterflies, and other beneficial insects.
It Starts with Habitat. The first step to protecting pollinators is providing
abundant sources of pollen and nectar throughout the growing season. We ask
farmers to dedicate a minimum 5 percent of their land to habitat. This can be a
mixture of permanent features, such as hedgerows and meadows, and temporary
resources, including flowering cover crops.
Pollinators Need a Place to Call Home. Farmers provide nesting sites by inWhen the Bee Better CertifiedTM seal is on a prodcluding plants with pithy stems for cavity-nesting bees, undisturbed ground that
uct, you can be assured that the grower took
provides cover for soil-nesting bees, and butterfly host plants so butterflies have a
meaningful steps to protect bees.
place to lay their eggs.
Protection from Pesticides. A comprehensive pest management strategy includes monitoring, using nonchemical practices as
a first line of defense, using pesticides only in a targeted way, and limiting or eliminating the use of high-risk pesticides.
Third-Party Verified. Farms are inspected by Oregon Tilth, a leading nonprofit farm certifier, to ensure all conditions required
by the robust standards are being met.
In short, the Bee Better Certified seal gives consumers confidence that their purchasing decisions benefit pollinators, reward
conservation-minded farmers, and incentivize the incorporation of pollinator conservation into product supply chains.
With growing interest and adoption by farms in multiple countries, an expanding number of crops are now Bee Better Certified,
and products such as wine, ice cream, and fresh produce can now be found displaying the Bee Better Certified seal in major retailers.
Together we can make the world better for bees.
For more information about Bee Better Certified, visit beebettercertified.org.
Xerces staff work with growers across the country to guide them through the process of creating habitat and changing pest control strategies to achieve
bee-friendly crop production. Inspection and certification is done independently by Oregon Tilth. Look for products with the Bee Better Certified seal on
grocery store shelves. (Photos [l–r]: Xerces Society / Jennifer Hopwood; Xerces Society / Liz Robertson; Emily Balius.)

MONTHLY GIVING
No renewal notices,
convenient payment options,
a continued connection
...and our deepest gratitude.
Join the movement at

xerces.org/donate

A meadow of coreopsis, a favorite of bees. (Photo: Justin Wheeler.)

OUTREACH & EDUCATION

Going Virtual: Expanding Outreach through Webinars
In the age of social distancing, webinars are an essential tool to allow us to connect with others and provide more accessible educational opportunities. In April, we launched our first Xerces-hosted webinar series with the focus on protecting pollinators from
pesticides. Since then, we have presented fourteen webinars, including a summer series titled Gardening for Invertebrates. Topics
ranged from planting for butterflies to avoiding common gardening mistakes. More than 3,500 people joined us for these webinars.
In addition to attending the live webinars, people can also view recordings on the Xerces Society’s YouTube Channel (youtube.
com/xerces-society). Through this platform, our webinars have reached an additional 5,500 people and counting. Our YouTube Channel has become a robust library of information with a range of materiXerces is your go-to organization for outreach and education.
als from shorter videos for youth to longer presentations offering more
Our gardening books are available at xerces.org/gifts.
technical content.
The response to these webinars was overwhelmingly positive. One
viewer commented, “Excellent! Thank you, I wish more people understood the importance of our native bees and how our landscapes can
be designed to help them thrive.” Another enthusiastic attendee said,
“Great webinar! Learned a lot! Loved the photos! Joined the society!”—
and there were many more similar reactions. Given this reception, we
plan to continue webinars as an ongoing part of our programing.
We are listening to your feedback. In response to requests for more
regionally specific webinars, this fall and winter we are hosting a new
webinar series, Building Pollinator Habitat in Towns and Cities. We will
be covering eight different regions from the Pacific Northwest to the
Northeast. Each webinar will cover what plants pollinators need, how to
provide nesting habitat, and what steps you can take to make changes
in your backyard and greater community. To see upcoming webinars
and to register, go to xerces.org/events.
Webinars have proven to be an effective and more accessible way
to reach a variety of audiences from around the world. Our goal is to
continue to engage people in a meaningful way and provide you with
the skills and confidence needed to take action for invertebrates.
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We’re here to support you
in your efforts to get involved!
Plant a garden
Get into nature
Do community science
Spread the word
Find the resources you need at

xerces.org

