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If you find B
om

bus affinis, please contact bum
blebees@

xerces.org 
Visit w

w
w

.xerces.org/bum
blebees for m

ore inform
ation.
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B
om

bus pensylvanicus
B

om
bus auricom

us
The rusty patched bum

ble bee w
as once com

m
on 

in the eastern U
nited States and the upper M

idw
est. 

They 
can 

still 
occasionally 

be 
found 

in 
isolated 

patches, but B
. affinis has disappeared from

 m
ost of 

its form
er range in recent years. Your efforts to search 

for this bee w
ill help docum

ent their current range. 
The Xerces Society and scientists studying declining 
bum

ble bees w
ill use this inform

ation to prom
ote 

conservation of rem
aining B

. affinis populations.

h
is

to
r

ic
 r

a
n

g
e

 o
f

 b
o

m
b

u
s

 a
f

f
in

is
o

t
h

e
r

 c
o

m
m

o
n

 b
u

m
b

l
e

 b
e

e
s

 o
f

 e
a

s
t

e
r

n
 n

o
r

t
h

 a
m

e
r

ic
a

There are around 20 bum
ble bee species present in eastern N

orth Am
erica. Fem

ales of 
som

e of the m
ost com

m
only found bees are pictured here. Som

e species pictured have 
varieties w

ith different coloration.  

For m
ore identification inform

ation, visit w
w

w
.discoverlife.org and w

w
w

.bugguide.net

B
om

bus ternarius
B

om
bus citrinus

(cuckoo bee)

B
om

bus fraternus
B

om
bus fervidus

B
om

bus rufocinctus
B

om
bus rufocinctus

Map based on Milliron 1971, A Monograph
of the Western Hemisphere Bumblebees.

G
uide developed and illustrated by Elaine Evans, The Xerces Society
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