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            The European honey bee receives most of the credit for crop pollination, but the number of managed honey bee hives is half of what it was in the 1950s; and this number continues to decline primarily because of honey bee pests and diseases. Native bees, however, contribute significantly to crop pollination and, on farms with sufficient natural habitat located nearby, may even provide all of the required pollination for some crops. In order to support the native bee community, it is essential to provide nesting sites in addition to floral resources. Unfortunately, intensively managed farm landscapes often lack the untilled ground, tree snags, plants, and small cavities that native bees require for nest construction. Agroforestry practices can provide essential nesting habitat for bees, our most important crop pollinators.
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Thank You for Your Interest in Xerces!


 


We put much time and effort into providing the public with high-quality free conservation guidance. If you enjoy reading our materials, please consider becoming an active member of our community. You can sign up for our Newsletter to keep up with the latest Xerces news, or become a Xerces Society Member today. We are grateful for your support!
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