
The Honorable Tom Vilsack 
Secretary, 
United States Department of Agriculture     
1400 Independence Ave., S.W.     
Washington, DC 20250-1300    
 
Ms. Cindy Smith      
Administrator,        
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service     
4700 River Road        
Riverdale, MD 20737-1234       
         
Ms. Rebecca Bech     
Deputy Administrator,      
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service     
Plant Protection and Quarantine     
1400 Independence Ave., S.W., Room 302E    
Washington, DC 20250      
 
Cc: Kevin Shea, Alan Green, Robyn Rose, Wayne Wehling, Colin Stewart 
 
February 10, 2010 
 
Dear Secretary Vilsack, Administrator Smith, and Deputy Administrator Bech: 
 
The undersigned scientists respectfully request that the USDA-APHIS take action to 
regulate the movement and health of commercial bumble bees in order to safeguard wild, 
native bumble bee pollinators.  
 
Native bumble bee pollinators are important to the reproduction of agriculturally 
significant and native flowering plants. At least four species of formerly common North 
American bumble bees have experienced declines; two of those species – the rusty 
patched bumble bee (Bombus affinis) and Franklin’s bumble bee (Bombus franklini) may 
be on the brink of extinction. Major threats to the survival of these wild bee pollinators 
include the potential for spread of disease from commercially produced bees that are 
transported throughout the country,1 competition with locally native species, and 
hybridization with locally native species.  
 
In order to prevent the spread of disease to wild populations of agriculturally significant 
bee pollinators, the following scientists respectfully request that APHIS use its regulatory 
authority, outlined in a petition submitted on January 12, 2010 by The Xerces Society, 
Natural Resources Defense Council, Defenders of Wildlife, and Dr. Robbin Thorp, to 
regulate the interstate movement and health of commercial bumble bees. Specifically, the 
signatories of this letter request that APHIS create rules prohibiting the movement of 
bumble bees outside of their native ranges and regulate interstate movement of bumble 
                                                 
1 National Research Council of the National Academies, Status of Pollinators in North America, (2007). 



bee pollinators within their native ranges by requiring permits that show that bumble bees 
are certified as disease-free prior to movement. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this matter.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Robbin Thorp, Ph.D. 
Professor emeritus, Department of 
Entomology, University of California, 
Davis 
 

Charles D. Michener, Ph.D. 
Distinguished Professor emeritus, Division 
of Entomology, Curator Emeritus, 
University of Kansas 
Author of The Bees of the World 
 

Sydney Cameron, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor, Department of 
Entomology, University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign 

Bernd Heinrich, Ph.D. 
Professor Emeritus, Department of 
Biology, University of Vermont 
Author of Bumblebee Economics 
 

May Berenbaum, Ph.D. 
Professor and Department Head, 
Department of Entomology, University of 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and Chair of 
the National Research Council Committee 
on the Status of Pollinators in North 
America 

David Goulson, Ph.D. 
Professor and Head of School, School of 
Biological and Environmental Sciences, 
and Director, Bumble Bee Conservation 
Trust, University of Stirling, U.K. 
Author of Bumblebees: Their Behaviour, 
Ecology and Conservation 
 

James D. Thomson, Ph.D. 
Professor, Ecology and Evolution 
Department, University of Toronto  
Rocky Mountain Biological Laboratory, 
Crested Butte, Colorado 
Co-author of The Natural History of 
Bumble bees 
 

Michael Engel, Ph.D. 
Professor, Department of Ecology and 
Evolutionary Biology and Senior Curator, 
Division of Entomology, University of 
Kansas 

Paul Williams, Ph.D. 
Research Entomologist, Department of 
Entomology, Natural History Museum, 
London 
 

Marla Spivak, Ph.D. 
Distinguished McKnight Professor, 
Apiculture and Social Insects, Department 
of Entomology, University of Minnesota 
 

Leellen Solter, Ph.D. 
Insect Pathologist, Illinois Natural History 
Survey and Institute of Natural Resources 
Sustainability, University of Illinois 
 

Gretchen LeBuhn, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor, Department of 
Biology, San Francisco State University 
 

David W. Inouye, Ph.D. 
Professor, Department of Biology, 

Claire Kremen, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor, Department of 



University of Maryland 
 

Environmental Science, Policy and 
Management, University of California 
Berkeley 
 

Jerome G. Rozen, Jr., Ph.D. 
Curator of Bees, Division of Invertebrate 
Zoology, American Museum of Natural 
History 
 

John S. Ascher, Ph.D. 
Bee Database Project Manager, Division of 
Invertebrate Zoology, American Museum 
of Natural History 
 

Michael C. Otterstatter, Ph.D. 
University of Toronto 
 

Laurence Packer, Ph.D. 
Professor of Biology and Environmental 
Studies, York University 
 

Ralph Cartar, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor, Department of 
Biological Sciences, University of Calgary 
 

Rachael Winfree, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor, Department of 
Entomology, Rutgers University 
 

Rebecca Irwin, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor, Department of 
Biological Sciences, Dartmouth College 
 

Jeff Lozier, Ph.D. 
Post-doctoral researcher, Department of 
Entomology, University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign 
 

Gordon Frankie, Ph.D.  
Professor, Department of Environmental 
Science, Policy and Management, 
University of California, Berkeley  
 

Victoria Wojcik, Ph.D.  
Post-doctoral lecturer in Biology, 
University of California, Berkeley 

Marion Ellis, Ph.D. 
Professor and Extension Apiculture 
Specialist, Department of Entomology, 
University of Nebraska 
 

Ben Darvill, Ph.D. 
Director, Bumblebee Conservation Trust, 
University of Stirling, U.K. 
 

Gabriela Chavarria, Ph.D. 
Director, Science Center, Natural 
Resources Defense Council 

Mark Winston, FRSC 
Academic Director and Fellow, Centre for 
Dialogue, Simon Fraser University, 
Vancouver, B.C.  
 

Robert J. Gegear, Ph.D. 
Research Assistant Professor, Department 
of  Neurobiology, University of 
Massachusetts Medical School 
 

Brent McCown, Ph.D. 
Professor, Department of Horticulture, 
University of Wisconsin, Madison 
Director, Wisconsin Institute of Sustainable 
Agriculture  
 

Russell Groves, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor, Department of 
Entomology, University of Wisconsin 

Christina M. Grozinger, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor, Department of 
Entomology, and Director, Center for 



 
 

Pollination Research, Pennsylvania State 
University 
 

Andrew B. Hingston, Ph.D. 
University of Tasmania, Australia 
 

Sheila Colla 
Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Biology, 
York University 
 

Karen Oberhauser, Ph.D.  
Associate Professor, Department of 
Fisheries, Wildlife and Conservation 
Biology, University of Minnesota 
 

Leif Richardson 
Ecologist, Vermont Fish and Wildlife 
Department 
 

Diane M. Debinski, Ph.D. 
Professor, Ecology, Evolution, and 
Organismal Biology, Iowa State University 
 

Jennifer Grixti, M.Sc. 
Ontario Ministry of the Environment 
 

Beatriz Moisset, Ph.D. 
Willow Grove, PA 
 

Susan R. Kephart, Ph.D. 
Professor, Biology Department, Willamette 
University 
 

Robert Dudley, Ph.D. 
Professor, Department of Integrative 
Biology, University of California, Berkeley 
 

Nelson DeBarros 
M.S. Candidate in Ecology, The 
Pennsylvania State University 
 

Helen Young, Ph.D. 
Professor and Chair, Biology Department, 
Middlebury College 
 

Amy Wolf, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor, University of 
Wisconsin, Green Bay 
 

Jonathan B. Koch 
M.S. Candidate, Department of Biology, 
Utah State University 
 

Elaine Evans, M.S. 
Conservation Consultant, The Xerces 
Society for Invertebrate Conservation 
 

John Losey, Ph.D.  
Associate Professor, Department of 
Entomology, Cornell University 
 

Robert M. Pyle, Ph.D. 
Lepidopterist and founder of The Xerces 
Society for Invertebrate Conservation 

Peter Brussard, Ph.D. 
Professor Emeritus, Department of 
Biology, University of Nevada, Reno 
 

Laura Burkle, Ph.D.  
Postdoctoral Research Associate  
Washington University in St. Louis 

Alireza Monfared, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor in Agriculture 
Entomology, Head of Department of Plant 
Protection, Faculty of Agriculture, Yasouj 
University, Yasouj, Iran.  
 

Gene E. Robinson, Ph.D. 
Swanlund Chair, Center for Advanced 
Study Professor, Director of Neuroscience 
Program, Chair of Genomics of Neural and 
Behavioral Plasticity Theme, Institute for 
Genomic Biology, Department of 



Entomology, University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign 
 

Stacey Halpern, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor, Biology Department, 
Pacific University 
 

Robert Jacobson, M.S. 
Greer Laboratories, Inc, Lenoir, N.C. 
 

Sarina Jepsen, M.S. 
Endangered Species Program Director,  
The Xerces Society for Invertebrate 
Conservation 
 

Keith S. Delaplane, Ph.D. 
Professor and Walter B. Hill Fellow, 
Department of Entomology, University of 
Georgia 
 

Jeffrey D. Karron, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of Biology, University 
of Wisconsin-Milwaukee 
 

David Biddinger, Ph.D. 
Tree Fruit Entomologist & Biocontrol 
Specialist, Penn State University, Fruit 
Research & Extension Center 
 

Liz Day, M.S. 
Indianapolis, Indiana 
 

Sean O'Donnell, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor, Animal Behavior 
Program, Department of Psychology, 
University of Washington 
 

Robert L. Minckley, Ph.D. 
Adjunct Assistant Professor, Biology 
Department, University of Rochester 
 

Jason Gibbs, Ph.D. 
Department of Biology, York University 
 
 

Ed Spevak, M.S. 
Curator of Invertebrates, St. Louis Zoo 
 

Randall J. Mitchell, Ph.D. 
Professor of Biology, The University of 
Akron 
 

Sharon Muczynski, M.S. candidate 
Department of Conservation Ecology, 
University of Georgia 
 

Leslie Saul-Gershenz 
Ph.D. Candidate, Director of Conservation 
and Research, SaveNature.Org 

Sara Simonson, M.S. 
Natural Resource Ecology Laboratory, 
Colorado State University 
 

 

 


